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More than 1,000 cities have signed the Istanbul
Water Consensus pact

n 1400 participants [
from 60 countries,
over 500 local elected

officials,including 250 mayors,
governors and presidents of
public authorities, are much
more present than in previous
forums on the process of
local and regional authorities
(LRA).The mobilisation of in-
ternational associations, in-
cluding UCLG, is the main
reason.

In 2006, the Mexico Forum has allowed to consecrate local authorities as
the relevant level for water services and sanitation management. The
Istanbul Forum in 2009 went even further through the creation of the
Istanbul Pact that allows LRA to commit to the principles of sustainable ma-
nagement of water resources but also on quantified and verifiable targets.

LRA have the opportunity to discuss on various themes and benefit from
best practices of local authorities present in Marseille. Water is a strong
e |15 million inhabitants cultural element, inseparable from the issue of governance.The inclusion of
this dimension, often overlooked, is one of the success factors of a smart
and participative water policy. Finally, solidarity and cooperation are a great
way to improve and accelerate access to safe water and sanitation.We will
e An additional 1/3 is address this matter and others in terms of solutions. This is both our

connected to a sewage network roadmap and our responsibility.
without treatment

>

e 1/3 of the population is not
connected to a sewage network

Rio+20 approaches. LRA are increasingly present and active in international

o Water covered area: debates on sustainable development.Their voice carries farther. Governments

A S have understood this, and have enrolled their major role in the Ministerial
o Freshwater extraction: Declaration of this 6th Forum.
747.6 m’/capitalyear
. o The water, global issue, calls for local solutions. Tomorrow and after
17.81% water stress o .
tomorrow, the local authorities will show that they have more than a role
e Water price: to play, they have solutions and they are a part of the solution to water
0.49 USD/m? (the cheapest of all challenge. o
OECD countries)
e 127 km of water pipelines in The coordinators of the process LRA
the Cutzamala System pumps ) -
14,900 L/s of water up to Serge Lepeltier, former Minister and Mayor of Bourges

Mexico City and Pierre Victoria, World Water Council
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Geolide, the largest
underground waste
water treatment plant
in the world

Geolide, the largest under-
ground waste water treatment
plant in the world

The Communauté Urbaine
Marseille Provence Métropole
and SERAM (Société d’Exploi-
tation du Réseau d'Assainis-
sement de Marseille) are
proposing to participants a
visit of Marseille’s “Géolide”
waste water treatment plant,
on March 13 and 152012.

Capable of treating waste
water of 1,860,000 inhabitants,
Géolide is the biggest subter-
ranean waste water purification
plant in the world. Situated in
the city centre, this under-
ground cathedral is odourless,
silent and quasi invisible.

Cemagref and CIRAD are ex-
pected to present WAT-A-
GAME (WAG) on March 14
and 15, starting 4 p.m. in the
Cityhall of the Village of Solu-
tions.

WAT-A-GAME comprises sim-
ple bricks and a software for
designing and using interactive
games for water management,
policy design and education.
Different stakeholders can use
it for various water related
issues and at multiple scales.
Based on WAG; new decision
can be taken and new policies
can be invented and tested,
focusing on the household
economy and satisfaction and
the welfare of the surrounding
ecosystems.
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Public or Private? That is the question which opposed the pro “public
water management and sanitation services” to the liberal approach
holders the 13 March during the 6th World Water Forum.

avid Boys, “Public Services Interna-
Dtional” utilities officer pledges for

water management to remain public.
According to him, this system guarantees
access to water for all thanks to social fares.
Moreover, there is no commercial secret
and transparency has become a well known
reality in public management.
“Public and private water and sanitation
operators are facing similar problems”, mo-
derates Gérard Payen, President of Aquafed,
The International Federation of Private
Water Operators.
And he added:“water supply and management
induce minimum costs that need to be
financed especially through fares which cover
the costs:no money no water!”
Marie-Hélene Lauron, “Water for people”
network coordinator testifies of the Philippines
experience in the private water management.
In 2007, she observed that commitments
defined in contracts signed in 1997 were
not respected.According to here,“reality is
harsher than fiction”. Water prices have
increased from 45% to 80% which excludes
entire communities from accessing drinkable

water, whereas water cuts are still extensive
and recurrent. Furthermore, quality is insuf-
ficient. From a social perspective, several
water supply company employees have lost
their jobs due to profitability motives. Ma-
rie-Héléne Lauron goes one step further
“water is not an economic commodity (...)
its management should remain within the
public sector.”

Half way between public and private, mode-
rates Mamadou Dia, Sénégalaise des eaux
Director General. As a national public
operator, he entrusted the private sector
with water management services.

“The mode of water and sanitation service
management used is only a tool amongst

several to reach the targets set by the State.

The main objective is to satisfy users, secure
water access and guarantee acceptable social
fares to populations”. Access to water
services in Senegal has increased by 120%
between 1995 and 2011 due to joint co-

operation between public and private actors.

David Boys pledges for water public services.
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Ministers cemmit te zccclcra’cinj 2CCess
te safe drinkine water and sanitatien

On I3 March, ministers from participating countries to the 6th World
Water Forum made a common Declaration, based on preparatory
discussions.

The Ministerial Conference reminds that we have to consider water in all dimensions.

his declaration emphasises the acce-
Tleration of the implementation of obli-

gations linked to Human right to
water and sanitation, the guarantee of
everyone well being and health, focusing on
the most vulnerables. They insisted also on
improving waste water management.

A global approach towards water, energy
and food security is a guarantee of a
sustainable economic growth and job creations.
This cross-cutting approach allows a good
functioning of ecosystems linked to water; a
maximisation of public policies, the creation
of synergies and a minimisation of competition
between different economical sectors.

The Ministerial Conference reminds that
we have to consider water in all its dimensions:
economical, sociable, environmental, building
on a good financial, governance and coope-
ration framework. Ministers want successful
experiences to be promoted and integrated
to reach Millenium Development Goals by
2015 and to be continued after that.

The identification of solutions

Ministers agree that Ministerial Conference
High Level Roundtables offer the opportunity
to identify solutions and commitments about
water issues.

They support that partnership, at the same
time political and operational, made with
parliaments and local authorities, have a
central role about these questions. These
partnerships should be continued, linked
with thematic and regional processes, also
with the “Grassroots and citizenship” com-
mission of the 6th World Water Forum.

By this declaration, the Ministerial conference
wishes solutions and commitments to be
consolidated and spread, their implementation
to be followed and evaluated by proper au-
thorities, to contribute to the work of next
World Water Forum .

SOLUTIONS

The European Union
(EV) commits even
further to water
challenges

OnTuesday |3 March, Janez
PotoCnik, European Com-
missioner for the Environ-
ment, introduced the
“Blueprint to Safeguard Eu-
rope Water Resources” to
be published next November.
It defines new strategical
orientations. The Blueprint
strengthens EU efforts to-
wards water ‘prevention and
preparedness’, with particular
attention to people and na-
tural ecosystems and the
balance between demand
and supply.In the afternoon,
Janez PotoCnik endorsed
the Declaration on Water
challenges during the Mi-
nisterial Conference.

For the launch of the 4th
UN World Water Develop-
ment Report (WWDR4),
Irina Bokova, Director Ge-
neral of UNESCO, presented
the chapter on mainstrea-
ming gender in water re-
sources management.This
is the first time since the
launch of the first report in
2000 that this concept is
explicitly taken into
account.Various speakers
stressed the importance of
strengthening the decision-
making power of women in
the field of management and
use of water. Equally women’s
participation in all levels of
water governance as well
as information dissemination
to stakeholders were em-
phasised.
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Joint commitments of nine state: ;
“ management of the Niger Basin.
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Maximizing
Groundwater
Potential

At the Forum, GRAPHIC
scientists have presented case
studies from the report Cli-
mate Change Effects on
Groundwater Resources: A
Global Synthesis of Findings
and Recommendations. The
UNESCO-IHP publication diag-
noses the impacts of climate
change on groundwater re-
sources in various geographical
contexts. Guillaume Favreau,
investigator at the IRD (Insti-
tute of Research for Deve-
lopment), says "huge volumes
of groundwater can be used"
provided there is adaption.
Policy recommendations for
water managers and policy
makers concerning aquifers
are also provided. Among
these solutions, depleted aqui-
fers can be recharged with
storm water through rain gar-
dens specifically constructed
for preferential infiltration or
with surface water during the
rainy season.

In closing the first day of the
Forum, Chinese and French
governments introduced a
cooperation project in the
field of integrated water re-
source management. The
agreement focuses on sharing
learnt experience around the
watersheds of Seine Nor-
mandie and River Hai. Laun-
ched in Marseille, the second
cooperation phase spans from
2012 to 2015. Chen Lei, Chi-
nese Minister for Water Re-
sources and Serge Lepeltier,
French Ambassador for Cli-
mate Negotiations underline
the strong potential for syner-
gies between two regions that
provide both countries' capitals
with water.
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France stresses water
25 kCy Cacter for oreen 3row’ch

The French Ministry of Ecology discusses the sustainability
of the current economic system and the solutions at the
disposal of citizens, communities and companies to create

a “green” economy.

Wetlands provide many services to society free of charge

reen growth is economic growth in-
Gtended to use less and/or more ef-
fectively nonrenewable energy
resources and raw materials.The management
and safeguarding of water resources thus

constitutes one of its principal aspects.

At the event held in the Espace Frangais du
Forum on |3 March , Dominique Dron, the
General Commissioner for Sustainable De-
velopment for the French Ministry of Ecology,
Sustainable Development, Transport and
Housing (MEDDTL), illustrated the predo-
minant role of water in green growth through
three themes being developed in France:
wetland management, evaluation of water
footprint, and implementation of efficient
private water management.

The question of the economic value of
services provided by ecosystems was discussed
using the case study of the Regional Natural
Park of the Cotentin and Bessin Marshes
located in the department of Manche in the
northwest of France.VWVetlands are a transition
zone between land and water and cover
5.5% of the French territory and perform
many services for society: water purification,

flood protection, recreation, etc. Since these
services are free of charge, risks related to

resource depletion are seldom considered.

By calculating their economic value, wetland
services are quantified, enabling communities
to better understand their importance.

France, substantial importer
of virtual water

To create general public awareness, calculating
the water footprint is an essential step for
promoting green growth. France has under-
taken this with its own perspective (differing
from the international WaterFootPrint ap-
proach) that incorporates large indirect
quantities of water (virtual water) used in
the service sector. France has emerged as a
significant importer of virtual water;and en-
courages reflexion on how every country
can reduce their water footprint.

To conclude, Dominique Dron singled out
the industrial laundry company, Elis, as an
example of good water management and
environmental performance.The participation
of private companies is seen as indispensable
for dynamic green growth. e
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Niﬂcr River Basin

Nine ceUntries make cemmitments

Nine countries bordering the Niger River make a series
of commitments to improve access to water and sanitation.
Over 100 million people are concerned.

evelopping the right to water and
Dsanitation, integrating priorities of

access to water and sanitation in
national budgets, optimising water consump-
tion,and encouraging irrigation all represent
firm commitments made on Monday 12
March 2012 during the 6th World Water
Forum by Benin, Burkina Faso, Cote d'Ivoire,

Cameroon, Guinea Conakry, Mali, Niger,
Nigeria and Chad.

The Heads of State of the Niger River
Basin, 4,200 km long and covering 210
million ha, look to establish a common
vision for river basin development. Thus,
they call for a strong favour access to water
and sanitation and integrated water resources
management. The Niger River basin assures
the livelihood of around 100 million inhabitants
distributed among the nine countries.

Joint commitments
Mahamadou Issoufou, President of the

Republic of Niger; and Henri de Raincourt,
French Minister of Foreign and European

Affairs and in charge of cooperation, presented
a synthesis of the recommendations adopted
during the forum "Solidarity for water in
the River Niger Basin countries" held on 7
and 18 October 201 | in Bamako.

Habib Ouane- Minister of Energy and Water
of Mali, Michel Camdessus- Governor of
the Bank of France and Marc Gentilini-
General Delegate of the Chirac Foundation
for access to quality health all reaffirmed
the joint commitments for a sustainable
management of the Niger River. “If it is
difficult to starve to death, it is easy to die
from thirst,” mentions Professor Gentilini.

On behalf of the Niger Basin countries
heads of State, Idriss Déby Itno- President
of Chad and President of the Niger Basin
Authority, assures that “the signature of
these commitments marks the outcome of
works made by politicians, experts and
members of civil society during the forum
de Bamako.” The member countries also
promise to further their commitments at
the upcoming Rio +20 summit. @

=
5]
=
o
(@]
@
o1
l
8
o
<=
o
©

SOLUTIONS

IUCN: a bridge
for Water
Without Borders

The BRIDGE project of the
IUCN (International Union
for the Conservation of Na-
ture) deals with the mana-
gement of water in the
transboundary hydrologic
basins in Central America,
South America, and in the
Mekong Region of Asia. There
are more than 270 trans-
boundary water regions
around the world.

According to Alejandro Iza,
Director of the Center for
Environmental Law of IUCN,
"The rivers and streams
often establish boundaries
between countries and cul-
tures. This causes water
conflicts . Conversely, diplo-
macy and sound management
of resources promote peace
and cooperation ".BRIDGE
aims to establish transboun-
dary management of water
under the principle Water
Without Borders.

The European Environment
Agency — EEA new report
Towards Efficient use of wa-
ter resources in Europe,
launched on |3 March des-
cribes the state of Europe
water resources and pro-
poses mechanisms to in-
crease the water use
efficiency.

“Water resources are under
pressure in many parts of
Europe, and it is getting
worse”, says EEA Executive
Director Jacqueline McGlade.
Some vital efforts to avoid
water scarcity in Europe are
orientated to potential effi-
ciency gains in irrigation sys-
tems and in the public water
supply and the coordination
between water and energy
legislation.
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A solution for a better
water transboundary
management

The UN University Institute
for Water, Environment & Health
(INWEH) presents IW:solution
no. 3029. It consists of an on-
line platform where 180 projects
results (8 billion USD / 20 years
of work) are assembled.These
worldwide projects deal with
transboundary management of
freshwater and marine envi-
ronments.This synthesis report
can be used for better global
policy guidance.

INWEH stands up for its solu-
tion during the roundtable
Science and Water Policy In-
terface on March 14 at ||
a.m. in the Palais des Congres.
A conference will also be held
in Bangkok in September 2012.
www.inweh.unu.edu

Water Security
in Asian Cities

Sanitation issues remain crucial
in Asian countries. UN-Habitat
and the Asia Pacific Water
Forum invited different regional
actors focused on finding solu-
tions to take the floor. The sa-
nitisation network has been
improved in Phnom Penh, Cam-
bodia, by means of financial
reassuring and local adminis-
tration involvement. The po-
pulation in Karnataka, India, has
got continuous access to water
due to an experiment imple-
mented by Veolia Water India.
The awareness campaigns
conducted in Singapore on the
reuse of treated water as drin-
king water are also included in
this list of best practices.
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‘A readmap te meve forward

Ahead of the Rio + 20 Conference, the World Water Assessment
Programme (WWAP) and UNESCO present the WWDR4:

The 4th World Water Development R
published at the 6th World Water Forum: (P

ater as a factor in many global

crises is a key message of the

WWDRA4.This “roadmap to move
forward” (Irina Bokova, Director-General
UNESCO), presented on Monday by speakers
involved in its conception, represents the
concerted efforts of 28 UN-Water agencies.

As with previous editions, the centrality of
water is a driving force behind the report—
however, the WWDR4 approach to exploring
and analysing its global dimensions is different.
During the launch, Olcay Unver, WWAP Coor-
dinator; discussed some of the triennial report’s
novelties. These included: |7 areas/topics/sectors,
a new regional component, a look inside and
outside the “water box”,a glimpse of possible
futures, and a gender-mainstreamed compo-
nent.

Those who contributed to this newspaper :

©Photo MPM

a new approach for reflecting on global water reality and future.

‘Managing water under uncertainty and risk’,
is addressed in the report’s first of three
volumes. Its first section provides an overview
of recent developments, trends and key
challenges from different perspectives, and in
the second, emphasis is placed on water ma-
nagement under risk and uncertainty.‘Knowledge
Base’, a collection of reports prepared by
UN-Water members and partners, constitutes
the factual base for the previous volume.
Finally, ‘Facing the Challenges’ features 15 case
studies describing the progress made in meeting
water-related goals, as well as their successes,
failures,and lessons to be learned.

“Water... is a common denominator
for most of the world’s challenges”,
Irina Bokova, Director-General
UNESCO

The WWDR4 also underlined strengthened
cooperation in water initiatives. When one
considers that 40% of the world’s population
depends on transboundary water, and that
projected population growth (70% by 2050)
will lead to increases in global food demand
(70% by 2050) and energy consumption (49%
by 2035),it is evident that there must be a so-
cioeconomic dimension considered when ap-
proaching water management. Managing
competing water demand amidst increasing
water scarcity, and achieving sustainable
economic development:such is the WWDR4’s
vision for the world’s collective future. .

Editor: Secretary of International Committee of World Water Forum, Il la Canebiére 13001 Marseille France —
Publication Editor: Jean-Marc Lacave, Executive Director of the Secretary of the 6th World Water Forum —
Chief Editor: Claudine Chilinski, Marketing and Communication Director —Associate Chief Editor: Carole Schaal Cornillet —
Journalists: C. Garcia, J.-C. Barla, G.Tur, A. Place, M.-P.Vega, N. Bureau du Colombier — Réseau Projection Editors:
A. Labaye, C.Vigé Hélie, J. Grueau, L. Ghiglia, H. Sanou, K. Tallagbé Daye, B. Kakou Arsene, M. Djigo, A. Abu Sallem, A. Ebadati,
T.Takeda, A. Issoufou, C. Castellanos Perez Bolde, R.Tejeda, M. Lobo, A. Bonnevile, S. Detchou, S. Davin, |. Chenut, F. Roignant,
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